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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 18-29 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 18-19, 21, 23-24 and 26-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hanaya et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,519,009) in view of White et al. 
(U.S. Patent No. 5,596,373). 

Referring to claim 18, Hanaya discloses providing a user interface having 
included therein a plurality of regions (see Figure 19 for a user interface having a 
plurality of regions). 

Hanaya also discloses receiving a bitstream (see Column 6, Line 62 through 
Column 7, Line 7) comprising packets (see Column 9, Lines 46-49) for a plurality of 
slices (programs in Figure 19) for a guide region of the user interface (see Figure 19 for 
the guide region containing programs), wherein each slice is designated for 
presentation at a particular slice location in the guide region (see again Figure 19 for 
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each program/slice being designated in a specified channel slot/slice location), wherein 
multiple slices are received for each of at least one slice location in the guide region 
(see again Figure 19 for each channel slot (slice location) containing multiple programs 
(slices)), wherein the slices are received as a plurality of sets of slices (see Column 10, 
Lines 59-60 and Figure 12 for the programs (slices) being received as a plurality sets by 
dividing the programs into categories). 

Hanaya also discloses retrieving from the bitstream packets a first and second 
one of the sets of slices for the guide region (see Column 1 1 , Lines 46-58 for retrieving 
the EPG data for display). 

Hanaya also discloses decoding the retrieved packets for the first and second 
one of the sets of slices to form the guide region of the user interface (see Column 1 1 , 
Lines 58-61 for decoding the EPG and Figure 19 for using the EPG data to form the 
guide region including programs in the channel slots). 

Although Hanaya discloses that the decoding step can be a sort function, 
Hanaya fails to disclose that the decoding (sorting) the retrieved packets for the second 
one of the sets of slices is for updating at least one of the slice locations of the guide 
region of the user interface. The examiner notes that the sets of slices has been 
interpreted by the examiner to be various categories, therefore, Hanaya fails to disclose 
sorting by category. 

White discloses an identical system (same assignee) for receiving and 
processing the EPG data. White further discloses the improvement of using the 
category portions of the EPG data and sorting the programs (slices) according to a 
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specified category (see Column 6, Line 14 through Column 8, Line 64). Therefore, 
White clearly teaches decoding (sorting) the retrieved packets for the second one of the 
sets of slices (a second category) to update at least one of the slice locations (channel 
slot) of the guide region of the user interface (by only displaying programs for the 
Disney channel in Figure 14). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art, to modify the program guide region of programs in respective 
channel slots, as taught by Hanaya, to include the category sorting functionality, as 
taught by White, for the purpose utilizing an innovative method and system for providing 
the large amounts of television program information to user in the a simply and easy to 
use format (see Column 8, Lines 65-67 of White). 

Referring to claim 19, Hanaya discloses and presenting the plurality of sets of 
slices in the guide region (see Figure 19) at times designated by the header associated 
with the slices (see Figure 12 for the header containing the start time and time length of 
when the program is to be displayed in the program guide). 

Referring to claim 21 , Hanaya discloses receiving a user selection for a particular 
slice location of the guide region (see Figure 18 for the selection of the General Guide 
slice location). 
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Hanaya also discloses retrieving from the bitstream, packets for an additional 
slice associated with the selected slice location (see Figure 12 for receiving numerous 
channels and programs). 

Hanaya also discloses decoding the retrieved packets for the additional slice 
(see Column 9, Line 65 through Column 10, Line 6) to form an updated user interface 
having included therein the additional slice (see Figure 19 for the display of the General 
Guide selection, which displays an updated user interface based on the current time of 
day the viewer activates the program guide). 

Referring to claim 23, Hanaya discloses that the header for each slice is a slice 
start code defined by the MPEG-2 standard (see Column 6, Lines 7-24). 

Referring to claim 24, Hanaya discloses that each decoded slice is presented at 
a location identified by the header (see Figure 19 for programs being displayed at on 
their respective channels and start and end times). 

Referring to claim 26, Hanaya discloses recombining the slices for the guide 
region with slices for at least one additional region in the user interface (see Figure 19 
for the program description window, which displays a description of the program 
highlighted in element 212). The examiner notes that everytime a particular slice is 
selected in the guide region then a slice representing the program description will be 
displayed in the additional region in the user interface. 
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Referring to claim 27, Hanaya discloses that the recombining is performed in 
accordance with a splicing syntax defined by.the MPEG-2 standard (see Column 10, 
Lines 1-17 for decoding the EPG data according to the MPEG-2 standard, therefore the 
program title data and the program description that are displayed together according to 
the data separated and then recombined on the screen according to the MPEG-2 
standard). 

Referring to claim 28, see the rejection of claim 1 8. 

Referring to claim 29, Hanaya discloses that one or more encoded slices for 
each slice location include guide data for an interactive program guide (see Figures 12 
and 19). 

3. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hanaya 
et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,519,009) in view of White et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,596,373) in 
further view of lhara (U.S. Patent No. 6,266,813). 

Referring to claim 20, Hanaya and White disclose all of the limitations of claim 
18, as well as multiplexing the program guide data (plurality of sets of slices) at Column 
2, Line 61 through Column 3, Line 1 1 , but fails to teach the use of a time division 
multiplexing scheme. 
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lhara discloses the use of a TDM scheme for combining program guide data 
along with television programs (see Column 3, Line 66 through Column 4, Line 19). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art, to modify the multiplexing method, as taught by Hanaya and 
White, using the TDM method, as taught by lhara, for the purpose of allowing more data 
to be sent over a physical medium and providing a better quality of service. 

Conclusion 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason P. Salce whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7301 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9am-6pm. 



Application/Control Number: 09/729,660 



Page 8 



Art Unit: 2623 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on (571 ) 272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2623 
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